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In this issue of Foreign Agriculture, What Is Happening to Our Mexican Market? 3 


as sim previous ones, we report on 


changes in the world’s production and 


Africa’s Robusta Exports Mount as U.S. Drinks More 
Instant Coffee 


trade, and how they affect competi 
tion for markets 

Competition has taken on positive , 
meaning in the foreign marketing of What About African Tobacco? 
U.S. farm products. During and im 
mediately after World War Il, this lraq Looks to the Future 
was not so. But now many nations, 


both importing and exporting, have Republic of lreland—Competitor or Market? 
substantially expanded their agricul 
tural production One reason our Europe’s Crop Production Is Down 
export level is relatively good at 
present is that our marketing effort | Cover West Africa 
has been intensified as the competition 
ais How Agriculture Fares in Communist China 

An outstanding aid as American 
agriculture meets foreign market com P F 
petition is the world agricultural intel Japan s Foreign Currency Budget Shows New Farm 
ligence provided by the Department's Import Pattern 
network of agricultural attaches work 
ing abroad. From them comes a steady Europeans Study U.S. Tobacco 
flow of information on what's happen 


ing in world agriculture and why, what 


$5 Million Cattle Loan to Mexico by Ex-lm Bank 


competitors are doing, and what the 
opportunities are for the United States Trading Post 
From this information, FAS analyses 

the factors bearing on our own and 
our Competitors’ ability to win and hold 
world markets. An example of this , 
analysis is its comprehensive annual Editor: Alice Fray Nelson 
report on the foreign competition en 
countered by U.S. farm products. The Advisory Board: 
second issue will be released early 
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What Is Happening 
To Our Mexican Market? 


By KATHRYN H. WYLIE and ANA M. GOMEZ 
Foreign Agricultural Service 


Two USDA rep- 
resentatives— 
Mrs. Ana M. 
Assist- 
ant Agricultural 
Attache, Mexico, 
and Mrs. Kath- 
ryn H. Wrlie, 
Assistant Chief, 
Latin American 


Gomer, 


Analysis Branch, 
—spent several 
weeks traveling 
through Mexico 
this 
They knew the 


summer. 


Mexican market 
for U.S. agricul- Mrs. Wylie 

tural exports had fallen off in 
the past 2 years. To determine 
whether this shrinkage is likely 
to be permanent or is merely 
a temporary development, they 
studied at first hand the agricul- 
tural growth of the country. In 
a series of three articles, of which 
this is the first, they appraise what 
is happening there and its relation- 


ship to U.S. agriculture. 


Mice: 0 R CLOSI itin Amer 


ican neighbor has been a 
good market for agricultural prod 
ucts from the United States for 
many years, and in turn the United 


Mi AICO 


exports 


States is the best market 
flor it ivricultural 


lhe economies of the two countries 
have tended to complement each 
other MMe ict ha 


its ( thee 


hipped north 
banana cacao, pine 


ipples henequen tomatoes, cattle 


ind sugal while the I nited Stats 
has sold Mexico v lve t corm lard 


illow processed 1 vu woul 
| | 


try, and trusts 
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loday this trade still goes on but 
the balance has shifted Mexico 
in its desire for self-sufficiency, has 
stepped up its agricultural produc 
tion particularly ol the basic tood 


I hus 


iwricultural 


Crops while most of the 


ILCTHS imported mito 
Mexico still come from the United 
States, the totals are declining \r 
the same time US. agricultural 


imports trom Mexico are rising 


steadily 


Efforts To Up Production 


Mexico's ellorts to attain sell 
sufficiency foodstulls go back 
some 10 ; is. During that 
time Output immer ied, but further 
CX\pabsion was he lal back by lack 
ol water in many parts of Mexico 
technicians 


scarcity ot trained 


primitive methods of cultivation 
farming of worn-out soils, and lack 
ol improved secds. So until 2 years 
ivo lhcreasing population and 
greater per Capita consumption ab 
sorbed this new production as well 
as the higher quantities of imports 


All thi 
Probably the 


is beginning to change 
factor in 
Almost 


1,600,000 acres of land were eithes 


principal 
this change iS itrivation 
newly irrigated or improved during 
the past 3 years; and in addition to 


rmoveTniment projects, many areca 
vere opened to cultivation throu h 
private ittivyv 

Another 
been the work which the Office of 


Special Studies of the Ministry of 


ition—mostly wells 


unportant factor ha 


\griculture began about 12 veas 
igo, In Cooperation with the Rocke 
ller Foundation, to develop new 
high yielding varieties of the basi 
loods loday this office has four 
inain experiment stations in dif 
lerent areas of the country where 


xccllent results are being obtained 


The Othce of Special Studies | 
also contributed greatly to Mexico 
growing pool of agricultural know! 
edge and. skill Phe agricultural 
schools of Mexico are turning out 
more trained peopl to man the 
new projects of the government 
ind the student exchange progs 
has provided training for many ol 


Mexico's \nothes 


Imiportant development wil tlw 


men and women 


establishment of an. agricultural 


extension service % go. | 


tension workers are agronomi 


‘raduated from the agricultural 
schools, and their work is directed 
primarily to he Iping the farmer in 
crease his vields of the basic tood 
products corn, wheat, and bean 
They have also made a start on im 
proving livestock production, par 
ticularly the raising of hog nial 
chickens 

volume 


Expansion in the 


credit available to farmers and live 
tock producers has also led 

yreater production ketween 195] 
md 1955 credit increased 110 per 
cent kurthermore rovernment 
banks now require that farmers re 
ceiving loan imsure then 
under the new crop insurance 
Viatti, which CcoOVeTS ill Tl ks 

cluding hail, drought, floods, hurr: 
canes, tire frost adi CAM ind jr { 
( rop misurance msociation 
harmes operating under thy 


Ministry of Ag 


vision ol the 


Liire itt available itt ill bout 


states 


Furthermore through it mom 


p 


(CEL IMSA, the Mexican Government 


has regulated upplies and price 


certain basic agricultura prod 


uct mad has set up Minimum price 


upports to farmer I hie 


price 


! 
(orth Wa upported if i le el yt 
from $1.02 to $1.22 per bushel 

] 
jr nainy upon the lo« tien in 
ember 1955 and va micreases 


percent pel tint pel month 


Corn planted for seed production in 
the Bajio region towers far above the 
head of Felix Agramont, Ministry of 


Agriculture agent 


June 1956 Ie were upported 
it S440 per LOO pound in’ Novem 
ber 1955, with a monthly merease 
ol SOL05 Wheat) was 


upported 
uring the past season only in the 
| Sonora, at a price of s1.99 
bushel, and rice only in the 

{ NMorelo ita level of SOLO9U 
poortinicl lor per ria 

i minimum of 


pr recent 


r.titi 


Results Obtained 


iriculture 


been 


CoC COTVOUTTAN 


Charbray bull at a Mexican experi 


ment station. This breed, a cross be 


tween Charollais and Brahman, is 


suited to Mexico’s central plateau 


that of population 

r¢ part ol 

the merease ha taken place inh ¢ 
port (rop principally cotton and 


collec wheat production has risen 


15 percent and be in output 44 per 
cent during the 5-ve ir period Corn 
production ha expanded it about 
thre ine rate population, sinc 
only a small part of the land 


irrigated, and 


planted to corn Is 
the iraditional corn area ire: those 
where raintall is extremely unce: 
tain 


Not only has 


increased but whole areas of the 


Mk Nic Aan produc tion 


COUTTS in¢ imbued with t new 


pirit of progress In the Central 


Plateau, in the area that is thought 


ol as the milpa or subsistence 


corm and bean economy, the gor 
etlort 


croment ha directed = its 


toward increasing corm yields in 
those districts where raintall is rela 


tively wlequate ind regular trom 


i to yea Phrough the use 


improved varieties and fertil 
much progress has been mac 
thre | irs particu ill 

Jalisco, Mi 
Veracruz unt = Mexico 


And though litth progres has been 


parts ol the Stutes ol 


choacan 


nade in the Bayo w 


regular and irrig 


istrict 1 


i pilot pre 
work ith 
enable them 
ind ol 
making better 


cluce 


Changes in Imports 


I hii developmen 
agriculture hat chang 
tern of the count 

' 
\gricultu 


iccounite al 


track 
how 
CAPO! my 1955 a 
cent in} thre t\ 
But in thi 

tron of agri 


countl tot Imports wa 1] ype 


cent, compat vith 13 percent in 
1954 and 18 1955 ait 


alin 
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Policies Affecting Imports 
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Africa's Robusta Exports Mount 
As U.S. Drinks More Instant Coffee 


The current popularity of instant 
coffee in the United States has made 
this country Africa's best coffee cus 
tomer 

Several of the African coffee export 
ing countries grow Robusta coffees 
which, while less expensive than the 
mild, full-flavored Arabica, lend them 
selves to blending with the latter in the 
manufacture of many instant coffees 
With the advent of soluble coffees, the 
United States has become an important 


Robusta buyer, whereas in the past 


Europe was the main market for this 
coftee 

The principal sources of Robusta 
are Uganda, the Belgian Congo, An 
gola, French West Africa, and Tan 
ganyika. In the case of Uganda, U.S 
imports of Robusta have helped move 
coffee to the top of that country’s ex 
port list, replacing the traditionally 


New Book 


first-place cotton. In 1955, the 
States more than doubled its « 
purchases in Uganda, taking some 
$17.2 million worth of Uganda's $56.3 
million total coffee exports 

An even more spectacular increas 
occurred in the Belgian Congo, where 
coffee exports to the United States 
have leaped from 27.3 million pounds 
in 1953 to 50.7 million pounds in 1955 

Should more U.S. coffee drinkers 
switch to the instant coffees, these 
African countries would perhaps find 
an even greater market for Robusta 
On the other hand, brewed coffe: 
made from the Latin American Ara 
bicas is still the U.S. favorite, at a pro 
portion of 7 or 8 to |, and a price 
drop for these coffees would probably 
lessen the demand for the solubles, or 


stabilize it at the present level 


The Australian Wheat Industry 


With litt more than three gen 
‘ \ustralia 
heat industr 
onomuicalls 
favorably 
export 
Hlow 
thie prob 
\ustralian 


described 


yay) 


WHAT ABOUT AFRICAN TOBACCO? 


By ROBERT A. OWEN and F. S 


EVERTS 


Tobacco Division, Foreign Agricultural Service 


pa { Y¥ DECADI the U.S. to 


bacco grower ha 


enjoyed i 


profitable market for hi 


| 
nyse \irican 


product 
continent bul 
luring past quarter century 
\lrica hia 


Tiheote and Hhieote 


been producing 
tobacco tobacco 
that has been entering internationa 
trade in ever-increasing quantith 
What is more, African leat has di 
placed US. leal in a 


| 


ubstantia 
portion of the Western European 
market particularly thre United 
Kingdom. What are the prospect 
flor Africa the market and Africa 


thre COmpctitor 


Africa the Market 


U.S. leal tobacco 
ome volume to the mar 
ol Alrica 
I hve United State 
two-thirds more leat to Alrican 
countries in 1955 than it did) pust 


World War IP -22 million 


ivaitist | 


belore 
pound million. But 
i clelinite hialt occurred in 
the pattern of export movement 
Liglit flue-cured 
urls mid Maryland— accounted 


lor twothiurd ol all 


ciyarett leal 


tobacce 
export tor Alruc 


onl iv pereent 


lé HH pol 
ith Atria. ULS 
to Ndr ite 


PE? opnadlae 


lomulhon 
miuitlion 


In recent year ul theo HHP 


tant tobacco market in Alrica ha 


which am P9955) took 


been | yp 


more than GO mullion pounds of US 


il primarily fluc-cured 


mi Burtes l Yport to beypt rep 


resented more than 40 percent ol 
il] U.S. tobacco exports to Africa 
i There is a big demand 

but there ts 

weovVoerTe hortage ol dollars 

oOvptain them for tobacco pul 
porter ritist pay a pre 

of 20 percent It is not likely 
‘5 tobacco export trace with 


can be maintained unde 


thre condition In addition 


bon ( bye definitel 


ird the Soviet 


Blow Communist China i tradi 
| 


Lieotial vy 


ipypier ol tobacco to Fe" 

| , t 

i eCnaeavoring to mere ( if 
hipments to the Egyptian market 
Other principal markets for U.S 
light cigarette leal in Africa incluce 
Nive 1} lgian Congo mic 
Brits ol these 


million 


ir. Prospect 

ill continue thi trade 

spite the emphasis they are placing 

my attempt to become sell-suth 
cient.in tobacco 

Nigeria last yvear was the second 

most important African outlet for 

U.S. tobacco Besides buving large 

quantities ol U.S. cigarette leal 

ilong with the Gold 

French West Atrica 


provides the market for nearly all 


this countrs 
Coast and 
of the Blacklat tobacco that the 
United Stats export I his px 


tobacco is a SCTL- Process al 


cialts 
product made from dark U.S. leaf 
largely One Sucker with lesser 
quantities of fire-cured and Green 
River Popular imong the native 
populations of the coa ol 
West Africa, it has been important 
mothe export trade with \lrica 
lor over 100 years. Blackflat ts pre 
pared only in the United State ly 
i icw companies using secret tor 

It will probably continu 


ve into the area; but it 


AFRICA—THE MARKET: 


U. S. Tobacco Exports to Africa 
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long-term export prospects, like 
those for other dark tobaccos in 
leaf form, are clouded by the Afri 
can consumers growing pre lerem 
lor light cigarettes. Too, the rig 
idly controlled import policy o 
these countries tends to encourage 
imports of leal trom areas outsict 
the United States 
U.S. tobacco markets in Northern 
\lrica Morocco \leveria, and 
lunisia—have declined consider 
ably in importance since 1935-39 Above, a commercial leaf-grading 
Here, too, import policy limits the shed in Southern Rhodesia. Right, a 
quantities that can be imported cigarette plant in Cairo, Egypt Photos by Robert A Owe 
lrom the United States In addi 
tion, domestic production is in ‘ tlhe if tates in the cur have even displaced ubstantial 
creasing These factors rule out the ! eu i It is doubttul quantities ol US leal oan 
possibility of any significant gain Or mit this trade can be markets, particularly inp Western 


in these markets maintained. in view of the Union's burope International trading con 

On the other hand, the U.S. to le economic ties with neighbor ditions have encouraged expanded 
bacco export trade with the Union ng tobacco producing countries production and exports ol tobacco 
of South Africa—a country. short of by countries on the African con 
tobacco has distinct pos ibilities Africa the Competitor tinent Hlere are some ol the tac 
lor sharp if temporary, improve Africa has become an important tors that have flavored the sharp 


ment. Only the United States can competitor of the United States in increase In exports 


supply adequat quantities of cet world tobacco market particularly e Limited availability of dol 


tain leaf types u ed in the smoking mice the end of World War IL. In lars for tobacco purchases by West 

tobacco manulactured in the Union 1955, 3 tumes as much Alrican le; ern European countries 

it this time Up to 3 million moved into world markets as in e trading arrangements ol vari 

pounds of dark air-cured leaf will 1955-59 184 million pounds against ous sorts, virtually guarantecing 

probably move into that country O61 million Exports from Alrica market in importing countri 
speciied minimum quantities 


African tobacco 


AFRICA—THE COMPETITOR: jae a es 
Tobacco Exports from Principal African Sources BM ; . 


MiL. LB 
0 20 40 60 80 100 120 


the various members of the sterling 
wea and French monetary sone 

e increases in tobacco’ trade 
AV. 1935 : : RHODESIA AND NYASALAND among Alrican countru them 
AV. 1947 yo. | clyes 


1954 e high price levels for 


1955 bacco, which have tended 


courage purcha ers here, while 

46 
AV. 1935 the same time encouraging tobacco 
ALGERIA production within the Africas 


CoOuntrICS 


AV. 1947 
1954 


1955 I hese | 


facto combined nave 


tended to divert a substantial por 
AV. 1935 
tion of world import trade i 


MADAGASCAR tobacco iway from the | phate 


States toward \lrica’s producing 


AV. 1947 
1954 


oc 
1955 countri 


AV. 1935 Ihe biggest competitor of 

_ United State in’ world tobacco 
wna trade is the Federation of Rhode 
— mad ‘\ isa mid I hi mst coun 


1955 
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With oil revenues to plow back into the soil 


Iraq Looks to the Future 


By PAUL M. OVERHOLTZER, Jr 


Africa and Middle East Analysis Branch 


Foreign Agricultural Service 1955-00, the balance of the project 


has been altered somewhat to place 


greater emphasi on short-rang¢ 


At the turn of the century, lraq then known as Mesopotamia was a remote progr mn which will qui k lv vield 


and neglected port of the Ottoman Empire. The ancient irrigation works which ts. Otherwise le current 
had supported flourishing civilizations in bygone days lay in ruins. The Tigris clopment plan is an extension of 
and Euphrates Rivers passed through the land, but no serious efforts were made the previous one with alloca 


to irrigate the potentially fertile soil tions by mayor categories as fol 


As evidence of this fertility, written records show that the land of Iraq has low Flood control. irrigation 


| } 


been tilled and crops grown for more than 5,000 years. The peak of its pro ind) drainage s1 percent of the 


7 > > 1° . > > > } 
ductivity was in late Babylonian times when upwards of 30 million people were total: roads, bridge and railwavs 


sustained at a high level of consumption. Then as one invasion followed another 5 percent; building 1) percent 


agriculture in the Tigris-Euphrates Valley fell off and, after the Mongol invasion industry and electricit 13 per 


of the 13th Century, which systematically destroyed the ancient irrigation system cent; housing, 5 percent soricat 


the agricultural history of Iraq until the close of the 19th Century was one of tural resource » percent Te 


continuing decline 
INtinuINg munistration and muscellaneou 


percent 
\ ' ik CLO or World Wart venue ne ; I hie agricultural development 
L whem the led po T evelopment Board kor the Hotment of 3 percent, or 542 mil 


ited’) the tuteure Kingdom of trac ) riod, from 1951 to 1956, the hhon ippears ther mall in com 


! 
out ol three Lurkish province inal lopment budget amountes parison to the SIL percent for thood 


parts ob Arabia thr knew it onl ‘| million But technical | control, irrigation lrainag 


| | 


i i land of semunomacdic tribe © dithcults Hn peder Yet the reas or tl continu 
barren fe incl chat palin Poole I thr Valriou proyects empha Is Onn Uibe 


Cncdler tl urlace ol tha micient Mores had the Board 


ished to rrams are quit 
laricl lay vast, cone sploited resource pend t 7 budget t ubyect both to drou 
of oul that in the last YO years have expendi oul \ a iual flood | 
mide Tt my one ol the richest coun peatbiats d economic chao Oo huphi ite 
tric inn thee Noaclcll batst and hiave 1 ( progres which will ive! tend te 
enabled it to look ahead with con bring the greatest benefits and the plains periodic il 
fudence mm its own Luture le t difhculties to the nation a coul o that the 
Oil aun ti my | national ( ole is the task that the Devel ol the rivet ill 
mud, b potent » tock rive | Opi t Board tace hh ¢ | ‘ bed 
ol revenue into the country 


Current Development Budget 


velopment op lor Tene than thre 


thy barrier ! I i\ tin ' ! \ : ( ai cic ‘ ) looded when 

way ol at ’ Some rent bun { through its bank 
barrie! rractuultuma ‘ 8) villa | \ problem 

quent! Wan ol the oOyent 1) | ( Prior to World W 


1 for the me youl ( mwier ¢ le been done olve the 


potiannnnes 
mriculture one il otl fcr capi | | ! : \ 1s thre pace of 
iil { But Trad pe | Lal | velopment quickenes 

Dhese proyect ricull i reat bennett bie ’ i ‘ ig and mino 
otherw ie « trolles pourboli oon py work tablished 
Development Board autono wed in the pres vet mmount ol irrigated 
mou mwency ol tl oOVveTHient velopment 0 | l ! tivation on 
Under the terms of Lt inal 


hao 70) percent th rey) " illio vol thre 
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Ph rom Werld Bavk 


In April, Iraq's King Feisal watched the first water pass 


through the Samarra Works on the Tigris River. This project 


and others are helping control the spring floods that for 


centuries have brought destruction like that at right. lraq’s 


wandering rivers are now bringing life instead 


They are 
irrigating the farmlands that once supported the fabulous 
empire of Babylon 


huphrate if} 


required Hic aAsure Iso 


Mhicreasiniyv litt 
Irrigation and Flood Control 19}3 ¥ 

| pand finall 
With tore 1) velopment d ina 
| pon lars cal | } » | 


\\ 
Ph 


Ramadi Ba 


Board embarkes 


‘ t ‘ 
tron il 


Ii iq 


tid iti Tt 


buphrate ial 
low-lyit plain 
outhern Iraq 

| million 


Dritiria yf OO) 


pt) CO) pel 


thea home 


nakiow 


W hie 1 


pcrmitting 
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IRAQ: AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION 


Started in 
194] 

pe 
World 


completed 


| 


dequat ubinyg 


hood > Aattel 


With a capacit 


thy ] uphi ite 


(ep cent) 


! 


Ds 


lraq is stepping up rural educatior 


°° 


> 


age old tarm methods are a barr 


to agr sltural developn ent 


there may be an irrigated crop area 


of 15 million to 20 million acres 


Drainage—a Crucial Need 


Irrigation, while essential to 
Iraq's agriculture, is by no means 
the only answer to a higher level 
of production. For the country’s 
farmers, diainage is-another crucial 
need, Centuries of irrigating with 
the waters of the Tigris and Eu 
phrates, which become saline in 
the summer months, have created 
i high salt content in the soil. To 
wash the salt away, more and more 
water is applied, which in turn 
causes drainage problems. Eventu 
ally the yields decline and the land 
is abandoned. If this is to be cor 
rected, drainage is essential 

Only recently has the Develop 
ment Board recognized the extent 
of the drainage required. But this 
year, as the demand grew for short 
fcrm measures to raise production 
levels, the Development Board al 
lacated $78,400,000 in the current 
budget to begin a comprehensive 


With the cost 


of the drainage on a country-wide 


drainage program 


basis estimated at about $55 an 


wre this appropriation should 
finance the reclamation of 1.4 mil 
Hon acres 

Proper drainage, combined with 
inigation, would not only increase 
produc tion but could also result in 
new methods of farming. Instead of 
tHlowing land to lie idle every other 
year according to the fallow system 
crops could be grown every year 
\ further increase would result if 
crop rotations were established and 
yreater use made of fertilizers 

\n examination of crop produc 
tion data shows how essential these 
measures are if Trag’s agricultural 
production is pong to keep ahead 
ol its population growth and per 
mit the expansion of exports 
Phough agricultural production in 
recent years is higher than it was 
during the prewar period 1935-59 
increased population leaves pet 
capita production indices close to 
the prewar level, Despite the ex 
tensive plans and relatively large 
expenditures to extend farm = pro 


duction, both total and per capita 


10 


production declined in 1954 and 


1955, and came back this year only 
because of adequate rainfall and 
favorable growing conditions 


Without a higher 


duction, Iraq will have consider 


level of pro 


able difficulty in maintaining an 


adequate supply ol farm labor, 
which is becoming less plentiful 
each year as farmers leave the land 
for the cities and the oil centers 
The basic cause. of this movement 
is the low production per unit of 
land and labor Phe land tenure 
system with its low wages is anothes 
cause—and this the Iraqi Govern 
ment has recognized. Under the 
Land Development Law of 195] 
government lands which were for 
merly uncultivated are being irri 
gated and drained. By the end of 
1955, 15,265 farmers had been set 
tled on nearly 700,000 acre suta 
yreat deal remains to be done be 
lore the general pattern of land 


tenure changes in favor of small 


farm ownership particularly Tile 


the program has met with some op 


position from large landowners 


who stand to lose part ol their 


lubor suppl 


Education Also Needed 
Much will be 


these vital programs ol irrigation 


accomplished by 
drainage and land resettlement 
Irag, however, is still employing 
practices that came down from thi 
Babylonians, and consequently ha 
more land 


than it can use eth 


crentl New techniques and mech 
inization are needed, but the hand 
rT ip to thre cas Widespread illiterae 
md lack of modern skills. A begin 


ning is being made with 


school 
extension programms ind the tram 
ing ol agricultural scientists lo 
day nearly 200,000 boys are recets 
ing clementary ind = secondars 
school education in’ rag, and 
1000 students are now studying 


in the United States Both an 
agricultural and a veterinary col 
lege have been established, and ex 


Bit 1¢ 


is an agricultural bank well as 


tension work is under wa 


cooperative agricultural societies 


And currently a credit system tor 


larmers is being studied 


lraq’s Crops 


Traditionally, Iraq is the world’s 
greatest date-growing country, sup 
plying three-quarters of the world’s 
imports. At the moment, no expan 
sion of the date industry is planned 
Barley and wheat are next in im 
Barley 


upward 


portance as export crops 


has shown a. consistent 
trend in the last few years and now 
competes with U.S. feed grains in 
the Western European market, al 
though its quality is still inferior 
to international standards. Wheat 
CxXports have expanded also, show 
ing an average increase of 260 per 
cent for the years 1951 95 compared 
with the period 1916.50 

While Iraq exports some cotton 
its sales on the world market have 
dropped in the last few years Sut 
with proper practices Iraq has 
potentialities as a cotton-growing 


Other 


that could be 


COUTLLTS important crops 


expanded include 


esam peanuts, put licorice root 
ind pyrethrum 

Phe agricultural development of 
ly Wy is entering a new phase How 
oon this will be felt in world maz 
ket depends on how fast the coun 
try can bridge the transition pe 


riod Progress will probably be 


ow tor the next few years, but as 
the cumulative effects of the devel 
opment program remove the bar 
ricts§ to progress Iraq will un 
doubtedly emerge as one of the im 
ivricultural countries of 


the Middle Fast 


port tril 


Burma Exhausts 


Its Rice Surplus 


Burma’s exportable rice has been 
sold; further sales cannot be made 
until new crop rice becomes available 
Burma expects milled rice exports for 
1956 to reach 1.9 million long tons 
Preliminary estimates for the first half 
of the year show over 900,000 tons 
shipped. There is every indication that 
this year’s planted acreage is at least 
as large as last year’s, and weather 


conditions have been generally favor 
able. 


Foreign Agriculture 


Republic of lreland— 
Competitor or Market? 


By Mary Ellen Long 
Foreign Agricultural Analysis Division 


Foreign Agricultural Service “ee ~ 


The famous Irish potato still ranks 
a 1 TURE is the mamstay L'nited Kingdom market liawe high among the country’s exports it 
of the Trish Re publi 5s econ he Iped stimulate this new agricul is sold for both seed and feed 


omy It not only supplies food tural philosophy in Ireland. In or 
it capital on tec 
ind raw materials, but ranks as the cent years the United Kingdom not 
cnet fool harm 
primary carner of foreign exchange only has increased its own farm 
roost ol recent ot 
Belore the war, lreland’s farm « production and decontrolled the 
ransition trom tenant 
ports accounted for nearly 90 pe marketing of its farm product it 
been dithealt loo. the sma 
cent of its export trade: they still has also begun to buy more ‘ 
many farms hinders the 
represent about three-fourths ol lectivels from Commonwealth 
mtroduction of machines 
the total. ‘Today, many Irish econo sources. Now the Jrish are realiz 
' ertamm modern tarmin 
mists and’ government leaders are inv that thev must improve their ; 
I isc witht if 
reported to feel that much of the iwricultural and marketing meth 7 | 
if ive pristine ité 
( x ra | ‘ 
postwal ipital expenditure aT in order to meet competition , 
the fact that the mainsta 
industry has not proved practical forcion market A closer 
: farm econom i live 
that more capital spent on agricul it Ireland present-da 
‘ | miimals and ly 
ture would pay off better in th economy shows the nature of thei1 
| mcounted ithe ry] 
hong run \nd plans are under wa oble 
| p! | m™ | the value of 
lor more intensive development ol Ireland’s mild climate and for 60 percent 
Ireland's agricultural resource erally well-distributed rainfall 


What does this mean to U.S 


pecially uited to live tock 
iriculture?) Wall Ireland become 


Clattle 
manent th mal pasture Oe! 


Shorthorn 
stronger competitor for world half 


thre ( But tires in the outhern da 
markets or a better market itsell 


ture ire poor trom too litth 


lor U.S. farm products Perhap ol fertilizer And = farme 
, lrish farmers binding wheat Output 
both Yet increased cComMpctition lew! } t 
I ctirit miincied esitating is below requirements partly fron 
from Trish farm product will prob 


shortages of labor and equipment 
ibly affect certain Commonwealth 
countrn more than it wall the 
United States; for Ireland's primar 
export market is the United King 
lom, which gives trade preleren 
to all the Commonwealt! 1 bie 
L'nited States ma even find that 
eTrcatel prosperity for Ini h wricul 
ture means greater Irish demand 
lor some U.S. farm products— espe 
cially tobacco, corn, and raisin 
that in¢ tlreads well liked 
Ireland 


Developments in the import 
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Dairy cattle on a farm in County Cork 
The Irish Republic (Eire 


crease its vital exports of livestock and 


hopes to in 
dairy products. 


tit thea calye ne sold to catth 
Micdlanas lor Via 


then esther 


leeders iti thre 


leeding, and marketed 


domesticall or ¢ sported Cattle 


vo tmiostl the United Kingdom 


either | hut tock or as steone 


cattle to be turther 


Nanny 


fattened there 
beel cattle are tlho exported 


\nd 


the livestock mdustry supplies other 


is carcasses and canned meats 


important exports such as wool 


bucon butter cheese condensed 


mid dried mulk, eggs, and hides and 

hin 
With 

mig pra 


food 


natural conditions favor 
production ol grain and 


falls 


con titbipotion 


other Crops short of do 


Trieste needs though 


mricultural IMports ine much 


matler by value than agricultural 


exports Potal tarm Output mist 


be expanded and exports increased 
if Ireland is to import the capital 


equipment incl raw materials 


needed for general economic de 


velopment ind improvement ol 


living standards 


Many consider that in relation to 


its capacity for farm output, Ire 


land is an underde veloped country 
lts vrass production could be itt 


creased many times with propel 


management increased — fertiliza 


tion 


and improved use of land 


Numbers of cattle could be in 


12 


creased, and 


improved 


qualit ubstantiall 


with changed 


provrain 


ol livestock breeding and = wit! 


emphasi on ittle 


Phi 


financial return 


Cpal ite 


| 


lor beet and dairying 


volume and from 


beel 


ucts 


cattle, meat dairy pro 
ic reased il ibe 


In fact, all Ireland 


could b 


could be 
present levels 
agricultural resource 


closer 


tock 


better utilized with a brite 


vration ol crop ancl live pro 
cdluction 


Thus far 


culture 


eflort to develop ivii 
1951 


the Irish Government began plan 


have been limited. In 


$13 million of special ster 


fund for 


1 hie ( 


establishing a central 


to Use 


ling mcount wricul 


tural improvement plan 


irc leacte ivr 


cultural institute, eradicating bo 


vine tuberculosis, subsidizing tl 


transport of ground limestone t 


improve fertilization, buying pa 


leurization equipment lor small 


rural CTCATIICTICS ind Hiaihitaining 


harm organization 


Hlowever, any eflective solution 


ol Treland’s agricultural problems 


will depend on several lactors. One 


is the availability of tarm credit 
Another is the size and growth of 
services at the 


\ third is the 


of income, for on thi 


extension farm level 


elfective distribution 
cle [x nas the 
both domesti 


demand for and im 


ported farm products A fourth 1 
Ireland cant 


and cut it 


thre degree to which 


mtensily its agriculture 


farm produe tron costs 


Ireland present foreign track 


policn ire set up to compli h 


several objectives (l) Vo foster 


local industries to protect do 


mest agriculture (5) to promot 


export of agricultural product 


and CoOMmsuMnel woods especially to 


dollar areas; and 1 to 
dollar 
Most 


CXports ine 


conserve 

TCSOUTOCES 
igricultural imports and 

controlled by tariffs 


licenses and othe 


tariff 


nited 


quotas inpeort 


means. “The patterned ifter 


Kingdom 


Commonwealth 


that of the I and 


other countries 
VIVES special preferential treatment 
to some agricultural imports from 
specified Commonwealth countries 


The United Kingdom 


iccounts tor 


| 


eed pot 
( x ported 


ima heey 


hipp | 


lattcning 


levels in bo 
rricuil Ol mo 
beel if} 

| 


L 
yyy 


baby ith 
14 iprnent 


declined 


on oan 
ft treland 
OSI 


rit ultuyr il 


fibers 
ucts to Ire 
mb 1D i 
1954 


ented 


tbout 20 
itt 

' ' | 

HNP or cu 
ilued at 


isting’ main 


inport 
tobacce 
THLLLideotl 
lrelan 
tobacc 
Unites 
Collide 
Cort 
cake ima 
1410's it | 


~MOUTCcE fo 


Shipt rene 


tivo 


import 


t 


iWnpeort 


cl State 


Foreign Agriculture 


Early freezes, bad harvesting weather, and — 


YUROPE WILL NEED increased im 
4 
- ] | } 


ports ol food this scason as the 
result of a hary reduced by se 
vere Lreezes ly in 1956 and bad 
veather at harvesting time 

I hie 1955-50 growing 
tarted well kxcept in the Dan 
ube Basin where i ite 1955 
marvest delaved ceeding opera 
ions, tall planting took plac un 
der favorable conditions. In most 
countries, the area sown by Jan. | 
1956 equaled or exceeded the area 
sown a year carlier 


March 


however, the entire continent ex 


In February and early 


} lit noed 


exceptionalls cold 
weather Most regions had enough 
now \ ] to protect field crops 
from xtensive damage but in 
brance the Low Countries nal 
Switzerland, large part ol the tall 
own crops were killed, and in 
Sweden thre winter rap eed crop 
iS almost wiped out. Citrus trees 
n Spain suffered severe injury; al 


| 


mond ! 


crops in Spain brance ma 
peninsula were hard 
in ome part ol 
region were 
Itt brane 
West 

frost clamage 


Mar Countrie had heavy 


(,crmans ustained 


truck 

crop losse Considerable lamage 

occurred Iso to ric vs and 

pasture Denmark the Low 

Countrn rane West Ger 

man 

During 

ook bright 

Ost throug 

planted 

mainly 1 grains and other 

crop hoi thre weather 
ratic than ul 


slow! condi 
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Europes Crop Production Is Down’ 


tions as ol June COUnLIL 


gave promise ol a harvest 
Phis promise faded during the 
summer From Switverland north 
through Scandinavia md = trom 
Poland thr 


\ugust inal 


Ireland east through 
months of July and 


i 


the earls part 7) September 
brought cool we ithe inal CXC 
sive raintall Pastures flourished 
and root mad tubes yrow well 
But grain crops could not be gath 
cred om tine ging in many 
ireas as well a NCE IVC TWhOUsture 
compli ited harvesting Operatrons 
Some of the grain 


the held 


rcrmunated on 
Tite quality deterioration 
bee ol high moistur content 
was widespre ! Hayvmaking wa 
ilso prou wted and cditheult mal 
the vield generally di ippomting 
As of Oct there Vil till cyte 

Hon in many countrs hethes 
the harvesting of all 

j 


bye complet d belore winter 


In these circumstance prelim 
mary ‘ timate lor the dif 
lerent ent ire tint 
difheult to make and ma 

thre damage happened 

thre wet Liveiiyie | 14 

thele thy 

ber an the 

hurope 

tha 


tion 


Northwest Europe 


It seem probable that 

put wall mW) i Harper lone Lanne 
France and Switverland than 
other hurope it} Copunitiie 
FRANCE, wheat 

pected to by 1 hom 

by a third or me mainly bee 

ot the Februar ( high moi 
ture content mil prouting have 
made a sub il proportion of 


thre crop unsuitable low Hil 


Production of in} 


mad hav is also down, but croy ol 
leed grain root md tubes mia 
llaxseed are up. In SwirzeRLAND 
thre perocntage dlecre int in bread 
vrain production is believed to be 
even greater than inp France, but 
crops of teed grains and probab 
potato bruit prospect 
ite Theol ronnd 


mamly becau 


viniter trosts 


Europe's share in U.S. agricultural 
exports, 1955 


Value 
Million 
dollars j 


Percent 

Commodities of total 

Grains & preparations 508 54 

Fats, oils, oilseeds 278 

Tobacco unmanvufac 
tured 

Cotton & linters 

Fruits, nuts, & vegetables 


Meat & dairy products 


Total 


All agricultural products 


U.S. share in Europe's agricultural! 
imports, 1955 


Value 
Million 


dollars 


Percent 
Commodities of total 
Grains & preporations 0 
Cotton & linters ; 29 
Fats, oi, oilseeds 20 
Tobacco unmanufac 
tured 
Fruits & nuts 
Livestock 


food 


products for 


Total 


All agricultural products 


Excluding Switz 


ncluding 


In the Los Countrn a mn 


brance and Switzerland, farmer 
recovered much of the ground lost 
in the winter cold waves, but the 
rainy summer brought more trou 
lyle According to official estimates 
in late September, total crop pro 
duction in the N&THERLANDS may 
be 10 percent below thee 1955 level 
Both 


breadgrain and feed-grain 


crops are down in) quantity and 
quality, and crops of hay, potatoes 
and peas are poo! In BELG M, 
the breadgrain «crop Is consider 
ably smaller than last year, the 
feed grain crop slightly larger, and 
both crops below normal in qual 
ity Phe outlook for root Crops 1s 
good in both countrie 
Ihe British Isles came through 
the winter fairly well, but in the 
UNrrep KiNGpOM the persistently 
bad summer weather reduced crop 
prospects from well above average 
to average or below Not until the 
econd week in September did the 
weather clear to permit a speed-up 
of harvesting. By the middle of 
the third week, some 60 percent ol 
the grain had been gathered, and 
by the middle of the fourth, more 
than 80 percent Istimates as of 
Sept ty 


midicated a wheat crop 


throu i large as as ‘ bout 
considerably smaller crops of teed 
vrai 1 hie pea crop is also down 
mel the lay crop poor However 
the reases in production are still 
miticipated lor pot toes and root 

Harvesting was also delayed in 
IRELAND, Which expects a drop in 
wheat and oats production but 
vowrnl crop ol barley potator 5, and 


var beets 


Scandinavia 


DENMARK Iliad le rain damage 
than other Scandinavian countries 
Oct. | estimates put total Danish 
crop production at) 4.5 


pr roc 


thove Lhough pastures were 


unusually poor until 


Ss pe mber, 


aml the hay crop disappointing 


other crops developed well (,rain 


harvesting was proceeding rapidly 


im early September under good 


weather conditions and early 


threshings indicated good quality 


14 


( hops in SWEDEN also developed 
Heavy 


in August damaged the qual 


cll during the summet 
grain, but a large crop 
could be harvested in September 


lhe crops ol yOoLALort sugar beets 
| | 2 


and hay are also up Norway bia! 


ested a very large hav crop, and 


in late September there was still 
prospect of good grain and potato 
crops a the weather cleared At 
that time, FINLAND Was also strug 
vling with a wet harvest 


\ prom 


ising crop of feed grains was 


damaged by early September frosts 


Central and East Europe 


Crop output in West GERMANY 
is likely to exceed the 1955 level 
Preliminary official estimates show 
ome increase for both breadgrains 
ind feed grains, but delays in har 
vesting due to rains (only about 
three-filths of all grain had been 
brought in by Sept. 5) caused high 
moisture content and some sprout 
ing. Oilseed production is up, and 
Iliac Te cS ATO 


also expected for po 


tatoes and truit Sugar-beet out 


put should be at least as large as 


mm 1955 Phas Crops 


probably up 
to last years an quantity are 


poorer in quality, and the delays 
in grain harvesting prevented the 


fodder 
Crops im some areas In At STRIA, 


planting of intermedtate 


prospects are lor a small reduction 


im total crop output (srain pro 


duction is up slightly, the moisture 


content low, and the quality 


root But potato and supal beet 


production is likely to be down 


brut CLOps were reduced by cx 


tensive damage to trees and vine 
uds trom winter kill 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA, POLAND, and 
East GERMANY are also expected 
to have a smaller crop output this 


Rain delayed the 


I he ir volume, ¢ pe 


year than last 
vrain harvests 
cially in’ Kast Germany, seems to 
be below the 1955 level, and the 
quality poor, On the other hand, 
the kast German potato and sugar 
close to 


Poland should 


have a better potato harvest than 


beet crops promise to be 


thre postwal Aveltape 


last vear’s small one, and another 


good suygal beet crop Forecasts tor 


Cvechoslovakia indicate a slight in 


crease for both crops 


Danube Basin 


In sharp contrast to northern 


Lurope, most parts of the Danube 
Basin had dry weather during Au 
gust and early September In 
YUGOSLAVIA, Where conditions for 
seeding last fall were particularly 
unfavorable, wheat production is 
reportedly down by about one-filth 
from the 1955 level. “The corm crop 
may be as large as last year’s, and a 
good hay crop was gathered. Fruit 
production will be small as a result 
Oilseed 


and olive oil output will be well 


of freeze damage to trees 


below normal. 
In HUNGARY and RUMANIA, 


rather than 


production of corn 
wheat appears to be down The 
dry weather probably harmed the 
crops not only of corn but also of 
sunflowers, potatoes, and sugar 
beets. Hay and pastures seem to 
have been better than normal in 
Hungary The fruit crop 1s also 


reported as better than 


average, 


badly 
winter No tree 


though apricot trees were 


damaged last 
he chi 


damage has reported for 


Rumania 


but peaches and april 


cots are said to have been hurt 


by late spring frosts. Little infor 


mation Is 


available about 


crop 


production in Bulgaria 


Mediterranean Region 


Summer weather in the Mediter 
ranean region took a fairly normal 


Cours condi 


In ITaALy, howeves 
tions for wheat during 1956 were 
not so favorable as in 1955 when 
output reached a new high 1 he 
crops of rice and sugar beets are 
largely as a result of efforts 


Almond 


reduced to very 


down 
to Cope with surpluses 
production Was 
low levels by the severe weather of 
March On the 


other hand production of olive oil 


kebruary and 


may equal last year’s; though the 


lreeses damaged trees in some 


ireas, Dacus fly infestation in 1956 


Foreign Agriculture 


AREA COVERED BY U. S. AGRICULTURAL 
ATTACHE IN WEST AFRICA 


West Africa today is utilizing only about one-tenth 
of its agricultural potential, but a new era lies ahead. 
To keep the United States posted on this little-known 
area of the world, the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
recently established an agricultural attache post 


there, with headquarters in Liberia. 


In the following 


article, Ford Milam tells what it’s like to cover an 
area almost as large as the United States, where 
roads are few and telephones rarely work. 


| Cover WEST AFRICA 


By FORD M. MILAM, 
U.S. Agricultural Attache 


A’ 1Me FIRST agricultural at 
taché at the newly established 
West African post, my bailiwick in 
cludes some 14 countries with a va 
riety of languages—Spanish, Portu 
guese, French, 50 tribal tongues, 
and British, which I understand is 
similar to American English 

The area is about nine-tenths the 
size of the United States, with a 
population a third that of the 
United States 

Rainfall 


on the edge of the 


varies from & inches 
Sahara to 
more than 365 inches in the South 
ern Cameroons, while the terrain 
sunbaked desert 
Kano 


Nigeria, to the lush tropical forest 


ranges from the 


around the mud city ol 


ot the Cameroons 

The governments differ too. Li 
beria, where my headquarters are 
is a republic Then there are the 
colonies of Spain, France, Portugal 
and Britain, and the trusteeships 
of French Togoland and the British 
(.ameroons 

In this vast area the principal 


export crops are pe muts, cotton 


bananas, palm oil palm kernels, 
coltee, and 
West Alrica pro 


duces over half of the world’s sup 


timber, COcoOd rubber 


tobacco. In tact 
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ply of cocoa, more than 1 million 
shelled 


bales of cotton 


tons of peanuts, 200,000 
700,000) tons ol 
palm kernels, and 400,000 tons of 
palm oul 

Marketing is done by wholesale 
operators who buy by the thou 
sands of tons, and small retailers, 
who sometimes sell two matches at 
i time. In international trade the 
area exports about $1.066.000.000 
worth of raw materials annually, 
olf which 86 percent are agricul 
tural. Its imports of manufactured 


‘ 
ol processed ratin 


products run 
about $301 million a year 

The United States shares in both 
exports and imports. In the Brit 
ish and French areas, imports from 
the United States amount to 5.4 
percent of total imports, while ex 
ports to the nited States come to 
more than 15 percent. Our im 
ports from West Africa are mostly 
rubber cocoa, 


minerals, hides, 


skins, and some coltee Qur ex 
ports to the area include unmanu 
factured tobacco, wheat flour, some 
construction equipment, and = pri 
Viale vehicles 

lo keep track of all this is my 
job as agricultural attaché—and the 


job poses certain dithculties. In 


line of duty one encounters such 


hazards as vellow tever, malaria 


amoebic dysentery, crocodile por 


sonous stakes and = mmadequat 


laundry facilities I customarih 


carry with me five different cur 
rencies; and, in 10 months on the 
job, I spent 6 in the field, covering 
launch 
All work 


must be accomplished through pe 


22 000 miles by air, auto 


ship cart, and horseback 


sonal relationships, and my postage 
for “thank you” notes alter my last 
trip amounted to more than $20 

What makes the task difficult ts 
the inadequacy of crop report 
Most of the governments maintain 
fair records of imports and ¢ Kport 
but these give only part of the pi 
ture since large quantities of some 
export crops are consumed locally 
As there are no crop reporting 
tems, it 18 next to impossible to 
obtain reliable statistical informa 
tion on these Sut some estimate of 
local consumption can be obtained 
from dietary and local household 
budgetary studies 

As one can imagine, the work 
involves a lot of traveling, around 


In Nigeria 


gion has 


lor example each re 
either a development 
board or a corporation through 


15 


7 
< 


~ 
— 


What looks like an African war dance is Balanta tribesmen threshing rice 


we bemy carried out. Few of the 


major agricultural proyect 


details are evei publi hed, anc the 
only way | can arrive at some idea 
ol thre whole prrcture is to contact 


the numerous officials pet onally 


bra el bien evel I i compli 
cuted busin in West Africa. In 
i visit to a 6O0O0Q-acre banana plan 


tation mil icival rapper tobacco 


hari 1 tisel « Kpected to travel on 


pra alole road but | ended by 


driving ZO miles ina jeep through 


Railroads are lew and 


dense brush 


touch only Hn portane prrace 


Communications are not much 


better Lelephone it¢ (ttc al 


rarely work In 


hen i\ tilalble 


one Counts it a remote po t othe 


| picked pa telegram giving no 


tice ol my arrival and carried it to 


the rose ach tation that hould 


have received ait days caries In 


conn trea human puiritiet ine 


used to carry telegrams and IM pear 
tant information into the bush 
It tool > clay lo i letter to go 
i cli tance otf LOO rile md a 1 

istered letter trom one ol the agri 


cultural director nyse revion 


tailed an 


\pril has yet to reach 


mv ofhee. But religious missions are 


helptul, fos they mamta small 
jodaanne mad a local radio network 

ltimerarn must iy planned 
monty itt ulvanee incl conic cle 


cided tipo hitist In followed c.% 


vwthy. tor the bed vou have reserved 


today will be used by another to 
markow bxcept iti thr large! 


coastal cities there ite lcw hotels 


16 


mcd one must rely upon rest house 


facilitue which are always in de 


mand. Large and dangerous rivet 


ine crossed by primitive ferric 


ometinn 1 rickety plattorm bal 
iced on two log canoe md can 
> week cle 


tuke trom hours to 


trathe and weather 


Air flights may be 


pending on 
canceled at the 
last moment, so that considerable 
loresight 4 required to arrive at 
tive pope Ace mvwihicre neal i¢ 
he | pl | t! 
proper time—and even so, I often 
have to changes my phan 


\ trip to 


Villa Cusneros, in Span h Sahara 


bicacl tor be postponed last pring 
ince at that time of the year the 
pr i | could reach this coastal 


city Wa by flying to Casablanca 


id backtracking to my destination 


In pite ol these wncertaints 


mul hazard my travels have en 


ibled me to observe the agriculture 


im this West African region lwo 


thing trike one mmmediatel 1 bre 


first as the absence of livestock in 


i tare prune ol the wea mice the 


coustal and forest lands lie within 


the tsetse fly belt Dhis means that 


vithout animal ill the labor 1 
ianual Bit econd outstanding 
Cir ACTCTIStIC 1 thr wea oreat po 
tential for agriculture \t present 


1 would i that only about one 


capabilitse ive being 
itilived but ¢ rmywhere | went | 
boptannal nh cavern to learn and to 


methods 

Land titles to a ceTtain exten 
Thee l a | 

! icap tana cevelopiment ire 


ire almost universally clouded. In 


Transportation is Mr 


Milam’s biggest 
problem. Often it’s extremely primitive, 
like this ferry in which he crossed the 
Cachcu River in 


Portuguese Guinea 


last year 
everal countries white people ma 
het bur land that right being i 


\lrican 


olten control the land 


erved for the Since tribal 
chnettain 
it iS not unusual to find a farme: 
working hich he ma 


looking 
looking up 


a plot on 
Uusé ill that can be een 
icross, but nothing 
In other words the trees and the 
produce are the chiel 

There is no soil conservation to 


speak of, nor are commercial fer 


tilizers used Most holding ire 
small pr isant plots though there 
ire some large tracts such as the 


Rubbe I 


Liberia the 


birestome Plantation i 
French banana plan 
tations in French Guinea, and the 
Spanish cocoa fincas in Fernando 


Po. Neverthe! I have 


pre ssed by 


been 14 
etlorts to 
\lricans 


wricultural stand 


authorities 
Improve the lot of native 
ind to raise the 
ids of their countries 

lo watch this, to see these We 
\lrican 


countri pulling them 


sclves up by their own bootst: ip 
makes thu post i i¢ iding one 
My job has been made easier by 
thre splendid cooperation ottered 
me by all concerned iad the peo 
ple I meet, from government off 
cial to tribal chieltain ire¢ part 
ol its attraction So while | im 


} 
sure there are many places in the 
| 
orld whose wricultural econom 
Ma i Freater inpar on interna 


Africa 1 


lallenge—lor who knows wha 


tional trade, to me West 


share of the world iwriculture 


will claim in the years to come! 


Foreign Agriculture 


How Agriculture 
Fares in 
Communist China 


Chinese tenant farmer and family work field in Szechwan 
in 1949. Today they use the same primitive methods but 


A team of agricultural one probably belong to a cooperative farm 
perts from India recently spent 
3 weeks, at the invitation of 
the Communist Chinese Gov- 
ernment, studying agriculture 
in Red China. Eventually a 
report will be prepared incor- 
porating the views of the va- 
rious team members, but in 
the interim a report by P. N. 
Thapar, Secretary, Ministry of 
Food and Agriculture, has 
been submitted to the Govern- 
ment of India. A summary of 
that report follows. 


Furthermore, it 1 expected that rovermnment purchase all abv 
government investments wall be plus at predetermined pric 1} 
supplied by additional tunds prices as well as ratios of Competin 
drawn into agriculture through crops are revised from: year to yeas 
investments by cooperative farm according to changes im the e 
ing societies, mdividual peasants nomic conditions ol different area 
md agricultural credit societies ind the relative emphasis put 

As a result of these increased the production of ilternmative crop 
expenditures credit’ and tarmin in the kive Year Plan \Iso 
supplies are now more readily avail is taken that prices are 
able to larmes lhere is an exten provide the nec iy iicentive 
sive program for upplying such the attainment of the plan tas 
materials as chemical tertilizers and I hese priciny md marketing pro 


harming implement Most of the Vision 1) thre Late have cl 


Dp CHINA Is y olossal 
R ) is making a colossal chemical fertilize: must be im ubstantial and stead ripe 


| 
‘ ( | clo ‘ Vv ( 
efl Wt to devel p both a ricul ported ¢ pecially from the I SSK mrictulture itl liane 


ture and th general econom While the supply of improved AGRICULTURAL ORGANIZATION 


OU +s ori | orn. > 
Progr in agriculture is good but plows has been increased, tractot By using compulsion, Como 


vields pe wore ire till below und other farm machines ie China has deve loped 


prewal levels lo further this scarce and their use j not 1 cultural program air 


‘ ! = 
prop s mal CXpana \ . thre couraged tion ha been pout le 
hinese Communist government ts Large amount wre bein nent unemployed man 


‘ ; | ‘ oad , 
moving ims theyre broad areas (] on irrigation project Between te of national 


increasing investments im agricul 1949 and 1955 ome 15 million 

tural development ’) guarantes xres of additiona land were 
‘ | 

ing market inc }) improving brought under cultivation, 80 per 


iwricultural organization cent of which covered by mino 
AGRICULTURAL INVESTMENTS, ivigation project Recent! thy 
(hina ts spending large amounts inrigation program i tepped up brating inpro ed technique 
ol money tor Capital construction further, with plans to brin evel prarin the iy Tor Tutine 
im agriculture Water conserva million more acres under | GROWTH OF COOPERATIVES. * 
tion, irrigation, land reclamation in 1956 keystone Ho Chinese 
forestry, and reliet funds tor rural GUARANTEED Prices AND Mar 
iweas are getting special emphasis Kets. In China both 
Measures are also being taken to markets for agricultura 


make creat iVal ible to farmers ie ‘ iaranteecd 1) t} 
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i the COOPeT Alive movement 


Farmers are organized into three 
ly pes ol COOPETALLVes namely, agri 
upply 


COOperaulves and 


cultural credit COOPETALives 
mid marketing 
cooperative farm Ihe number ol 
ivricultural credit Cooperatives ha 
1950) to 


imcreased from 10% in 


199,000 in 1955 Supply and mart 
10.576 


59,456 


keting cooperatives stood at 
in 1955, as compared with 
in 1950, many of the smaller one 
merged into large) 


having heen 


units But the big increase has 


come im Cooperative farms, which 
have mcreased trom 19 in 1950 to 
654.000 in 1955 and which will 
probably exceed a million by the 
end of 1956 

lhe Communist Chinese govern 
ment first concentrated on organ 
marketing co 


followed 


credit 


iit supply and 


Opcratives then these 


| 


with agricultural groups 


Ihis put farmers in a position 


where they could get loans only 
from the credit cooperatives Or the 
wricultural banks, and could pur 
chase their needs only through the 
supply and marketing societies 
[hus the farmer found that he had 
no acceptable alternative to be 
coming a member 


While 


strong emphasis has been placed 


COOPERATIVE FARMING. 


on cooperative farming, the idea 
was introduced in stages. The first 
tage was expropriation of lands 
belonging to noncultivating owners 
and distribution of these lands to 
farmers with uneconomic units and 


Next 


farmers were organized into mutual 


to landless laborers small 
ud teams, and then were persuaded 


lo Organize Into Cooperative farm 
holdings it¢ 


Mem 


bers are paid a dividend for land 


ine MOCTCTIOS Small 


brought tovether by pooling 


commutted and also receive a com 
pen ition lot work 
Although th 


Chinese bherpoe to 


productivity by this meth 


od they have other objectives 


lor forming Cooperatives birst, at 


the member sncl  Chrewse Time @rllitiiiiy { 
China, the USSR and other itellite coun 
tries, Which are controlled by the state 
ined ave Hn posed upon farmers to iinipole 
ment the state own planned objective 
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Spain to 
Of U. S. 


. U.S. Ambassador John Davis Lodge 
(seated left) and Spanish Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, Alberto Martin Artajo 
(seated directly opposite), sign a Title 
|, P.L. 480 agreement providing for 
the sale of $49.6 million worth of 
surplus U.S. farm products to Spain 
Among those looking on are John S 


Buy $49.6 Million Worth 
Agricultural Commodities 


Burgess, Jr., U.S. agricultural attache 
(standing left), and Spanish Minister 
of Commerce, Manuel Arburua (seated 
Signed in Madrid on Oct. 23, 
the agreement cottonseed 
and or soybean oil, beef, corn, to 
bacco, inedible tallow, and linseed 
oil 


center). 


includes 


is believed necessary tor the sur 
vival of Communism that peasant 
proprietorship be replaced by co 


operative farming. Second, it will 
be easier to procure the food sup 
plies necessary for feeding an ex 
panding urban population if the 
organized into. large. 
difficult 


million 


lurmers are 
units And third, it ts 
to do crop planning lor 
of individual farmers, whereas, it 


there are large cooperative farms 
their program may be planned and 
controlled so as to conform to the 
overall plan of the country 

Some Chinese experts state tlrat 


they expect cooperative farming 


to mecrease yields by 10 to 15 pel 
cent, but there seems to be no basi 


tatement. In areas visited 


lor this 
where it was claimed that produc 
Lion had rootic up considerably i i 
result ol cooperative larming, 1! 
was found in many cases that this 


system of tarming had been in 


ellect for no more than a year 
More time and further trial ine 
necessary belore the etlectivenes 
ol this Ly pe OL organization can be 
evaluated Furthermore the in 
creased yields realized so far can 
be attributed to such factors a 


h rd work 


Chinese peasant, who is an excel 


better seed, and to the 


lent cultivator 


WEAK POINTS IN PROGRAM 
There are many. stron feature 
in China’s agricultural program 
but there are also many weak 


points. China is weak on planning 


especially long-range plannin 


Plans lackca scientific basis for « 


timating. Long-term goals ippeal 
to be far too optimistic in contrast 
which in mo 


to annual goals 


lower and more realisti 
One of the 
of the 


cases are 


most larin detect 
program is thre force white 
i totalitarian overnment uses in 


stead of persuasion Such method 


Foreign Agriculture 


would be unacce ptable in any dem 
ocratic country. Another extremely 


we ak 


failure to mechanize 


point is the government's 


Most 


of the work is done manually and 


labor 


the drudgery of farming is much 
worse than in India. Mechanization 
to lighten the burden on farm 
workers is not planned at least not 
in the next 15 years—so that the 
peasant has nothing to look forward 


to but the same difhcult lot 


In spite of these limitations, the 
psychological eflect of the program 
on the population has not been 
adverse. If there is a consciousness 
of the steel fist in the background 
at the 


same time there 1s a mass 


popular enthusiasm and al discip 


lined effort that cannot be ex 


plained by fear and force alone 


Rhodesian Tobacco Group 
Recommends Crop Cut 
Rhodesian 


recom 


The Council of the 
lL obacco Association has 
mended a production limit of 150 
million pounds of flue-cured leaf 
10 million 


1955-56 


for the 1956-57 season 


pounds less than the 
harvest, 
Ihe Council also recommended 


that a Rhodesian federal 


commissioner be posted at Geneva 


to negotiate tobacco 


g buropean 


sales at government levels; and 
that another of its federal trade 
commissioners be appointed at 
Hong Kong to encourage tobacco 


sales in the Far East 


Loan to Costa Rica 
Will Aid Agriculture 


Costa Rica has concluded nego 
tiations with the World Bank for 
a $3 million loan. It will be used 
to grant credit aid in agriculture, 
cattle raising, and the importing 
of capital goods for light industry 
This loan will be made available 


through the country’s national 


banking system when a guaranty 


agreement is ratihed by Costa 


Rica's Legislative Assembls 
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Japans Foreign Currency Budget 
Shows New Farm Import Pattern 


Revised Japanese budget 
now available for the entire fiscal 
1956-Mar. 31, 1957) 


indicate that Japan will import much 


figures 
year (Apr. 1, 


less rice and tobacco and somewhat 
less wheat than in fiscal 1955, but 
more barley, soybeans, beef tallow, 
and cotton. 

In September, Japan expanded its 
foreign currency budget for the sec 
ond half of its 1956 fiscal year to an 
unprecedented $2.3 billion. Primary 
reason is the need of more industrial 
raw materials to support its fast-grow 
ing national economy and to increase 
its exports. But major agricultural 
commodities account for about a third 
of the $1.9 billion allocated for com 
modity imports in the last half of 
fiscal 1956 

The October-March figures allow a 
$63 million reserve for rice, despite 
a bumper crop in 1955 and the pros 
To bolster 


its trade with rice-supplying countries, 


pect of another this year 


Japan is likely to import some 594,000 
metric tons in 1956-57—a total much 
less than half that of 1955-56 

The need for wheat has also been 
decreased by the two big rice crops 
The total import budget for 1956-57 
is now 2,117,000 tons, or 216,000 less 
than in 1955-56. The October-March 


budget includes 200,000 tons of U.S 
under the second P.L. 480 


agreement 


wheat 


1956-57 


rec ord 


The barley allocation fo 
is 966,009 tons—a postwar 
Of the October-March amount, the 
dollar probably 
276,000 tons, more than half 

Soybean imports for 1956-57 are 
budgeted at 749,000 tons, 33,000 


more than were programmed in 1955 


area will furnish 


56 There are now some indications 
that Japan's crop may fall short of 
earlier estimates 

Total allocation for raw cotton in 
1956-57 is 2,550,000 bales. This in 
322,000 over 1955-56 is 


due to the recent sharp decline in U.S 


crease of 


raw cotton prices and to rising mill re 
quirements 

Beef tallow imports for 1956-57 are 
now allocated at 143,000 tons, against 
116,000 in 1955-56 
sizable increase in soap production 

The 1956-57 budget for leaf to 
bacco is sharply down, 4,250 tons 
11,359 in 1955-56 


owing to domestic overproduction last 


This reflects a 


compared with 


year. Japan is buying much less leaf 
from India, none from Indonesia, and 
less from the United States under the 
second P.L. 480 agreement than under 
the first 


Brazil Ups Minimum 
1957 Farm Prices 


Ihe Government of Brazil ha 
increased minimum prices to 
farmers for all crops except wheat 


for the 1956-57 crop year Rice 


has been increased 20 percent 


beans, 27 percent; corn, 28 percent 
and peanuts, 12) percent I he 
largest increase was 50 percent for 
sunflower seed 

I his ye iy oTehadaaretiin prices wert 
announced earlier than usual in 
in effort to protect producers and 


consumers against speculation ma 


oO assure greatet ivricultural ta 


bility. 


Bad Weather Hits 


New Zealand Dairymen 
Bad winter weather has brought 
heavy losse to one of New Zea 
land's bivvest 
Northland 


Steady rains 


dairy producn 
ATCAS 
floods, and cold 
weather all winter have cut dairy 


killed 


mostly calve 


output about 5 percent 


15,000 head of cattle 
ind dairs COV destroved pa tire 


hortaye New 


ind brought feed 


/ealand’s dairy industry j particu 
larls su ceptible to extreme in 
veather, for farmers put up little 
leed and make no pro m 


housing their stock 
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Before starting their tour of U.S 


tobacco centers, Finnish tobacco officials are 


shown a new FAS pamphlet on world tobacco analysis by Robert Owen, director, 


FAS 


Taavi 


Tobacco Division. Left to right 


Pohjanpalo, 


African Tobacco 


Continued from pa ( 


critiabole loo lw 
hi is 


‘ jr (1 illy favorable 


with large ATCAS 


bucco vrowimeg been im oan 


po iticot) too att 


crease it export trac 


In a relatively short period thy 


Federation has become the world 


econd harvest Spore rool these cured 


tobacco, the principal kind moving 


mm) amtermational tract kxports of 


tobacco from the Federation have 


been encouraged by a tart pret 
erence equivalent to 2b. U.S 
cents per pound in the important 
United Kingdom market md & 
cont ime thee \ustralian market In 
wladition to tha wivantave Rho 
lesan floe-cured leat has sold tor 


mp oaverave of 6 cont 


flav 


pel pound 


belo US cured leat during 


thy pust o year md is currentlhs 
ellin it about TZ cents belo thn 
Lot Wweruace price bor U.S {lise 


cured tobacco In Ma R hoc ban 


production faced with tepped-up 


(oS. marketing eflort increased 
bevond demand is a result, the 
prriec dropped 

(-tiaranteed purchase range 
ments concluded by the Federation 
with tobacco manutacturers im a 
number of British Commonwealth 
COUnLEL including — the United 


20 


Bror Sievers, Mr. Owen, Walter Shaw, 


Martti Santala, Gilbert von Rettig, and Toivo Hukkinen 


Europeans Study 
U.S. Tobacco 


lwo rroups of buo i 


othcials 


rpc 


Finnish mid French 


visited this countrs recently 

study U.S. tobacco distribution an 
marketing. The Finnish delegation 
was headed by laavi Pohyanpalo 


secretary of the tobacco manutas 


turers’ association, and the Frene 


by Pierre Grimanelli, director o 


brane 5 lLobacco Monopoly 


Both froups m rdle the trip under 


a USDA 


flor the develop 


propram 


ment of foreign markets lor Ameri 
can leaf, in cooperation ith the 
U.S. tobacco industrs 


King 


fom \ustralia 


md the Union 
ol South Alrica provide in outlet 
lo Thao than two-thirds of the 


bederation’s tobacco crop IL here 
1 ilo oa) trace iwrecment with 
brance under which France and 
her colonies will import about $1.2 


million worth of Federation to 
exchange fon 


| hae 


Rhode sian 


bacco iinuially inh 


French luxury items price 


rivantave that tobacco 


enjoys in important markets 


plu 
thre ruaranteed- purchase irange 
dollars are 


Rho 


eCncoura red i sub 


ments and the tact that 


nots quired for purchase ol 


desian teal, ha 


| 


boost im production mid 


Rho 


tantial 


export ol man teal ibove 


pres il level Leal tobacco pro 


duction in the Federation has in 


creased trom an average of 45 mil 
llon pound m 1955-59 to about 200 
million in 1956. Exports rose from 
million pounds in 1955-39 to 124 


million an L955 Last year the 


Federation upplied nearly LO pea 


cont of ill eal tobacco Wioviliv itt 


mternational mad accounted 


vo-third ol total tobacco ¢ 


vorts from Alrican countri 


Although Federation thue-cured 
leal tobacco ha good color U.S 
leal excels it in other important 
quatit characterists uch as flavor 
ind bod In the most important 
quads market thre percentage ol 


Federation leal that consume pr 


fer in their cigarettes is limited 


Prospects for continued exports at 


the annual rate of recent year 


ihout 125 million to 135 million 


pounds re VOT 


good At the pore 


ent le v¢ | ol world tobacco con ump 


tion, however, any larger export 


bys the Federation ould be com 


peting with leaf of much lower 
qualit) produced in uch coun 
tries as India and Thailand. Sue 
cessful competition in this” field 


would me drastic lov 


il} i cring ol 
prices, which for the 1956) crop 
wert alre Tek sharply belo those 
lo th previous sCcasSOn It I doubt 


ful that Rhodesian tobacco growet 
ill expand their tobacco acreage 
rreatly in the immediate tutus 
ilthough prod «tion could he 
ignificant gains becau ol il 
vield pel Act 

The Federation will undoub 
edly intensify its efforts to push « 
port iles through bilateral trad 
ivrecment Lhis method will be 


used particularlh lor countri will 


vhich the Federation ha mniavo 
ible trade balance It can also b 
clearl foreseen tha wel i 
have government assistance in so 
ing any marketing problems tha 
may arise from overproduction 
Competition from tobacco pro 


tain Algeria and Madagas 


Foreign Agriculture 


has sharply reduced the market for 
U.S. leaf in France and the French 
Algeria and Mada 


exported over 5. 


monetary some 
Vuascal together 4 
million pounds last year compared 
with 30 million annually 
1955-49 Most of the 


ports trom these countries move to 


luring 


tobacco ex 


France and its overseas POssesslons 
Algerian exports to France Consist 
ing chiefly of dark leat, have re 
placed the dark U.S. tobaccos fon 


Thi¢ rly 


imported in large volume 


Madagascar’s exports consisting 
chiefly of leat similar to the U.S 
Maryland type, have largely sup 
planted the substantial quantities 
olf U.S. Maryland that the 
market took during the early 1930's 


I hic French 


virtually 


Lobacco Monopoly 


guarantees the purchase 


of the entire Madagascar tobacco 


crop. Present indications are that 
both Algeria and Madagase ar will 
continue to supply France and its 
possessions with important quanti 
tics of leaf tobacco. Another French 
OVETSEAaS tobacco-producing area 
French hquatorial Africa—is mov 
ing significant quantities of leal to 
bacco to France 

Mozambique enjoys a tariff pret 
crence in the mother country of 
Portugal. Its exports of light ciga 
rette tobaccos have increased con 
siderably during the past few years, 
and indications point to a continua 
tion ol that trend. Portuguese Gov 


ernment policy is to encourage 


imports from sources other than 


the United States, which tradi 


tionally has supplied a high pe 
centage of the leat sold on the 


Portuguese market lhe yvovern 


ment is now undertaking market 


development work in Mozambique 
to stimulate produc tion of light to 


bacco organization 


\ producers 


has been successful in exporting 


leal tobacco to a number of out 
lets in’ Western hurope 


Except for the countries men 


tioned above however, it 1s prob 


ible that during the ftoresceable 


future tobacco producing coun 


tries in Africa will provide m 
nificant competition tor 


bacco in world markets 
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$5 Million Cattle Loan 
To Mexico by Ex-lm Bank 


Both north and south of the U.S 
border, cattlemen will benefit from the 
new $5 million loan to Mexico by the 
Export-import Bank for the purchase 
of U.S. cattle 
a joint mission sent to Mexico City 
by the Bank and USDA, will help both 


U.S. livestock owners in drought areas 


This loan, the result of 


and Mexican livestock owners seeking 
to rebuild and upgrade their herds 
after the elimination of foot-and-mouth 
disease. 

At least three-fourths of the $5 
million will be used to purchase U.S 
beef cattle for breeding purposes. The 
remaining fourth may be used to buy 
U.S. dairy cattle 

Each year since 1948, except 1951, 


Mexico has imported more than 1,000 
head of U.S. breeding cattle. Since 
1952, annual imports have exceeded 
2,000 head, and in 1955 reached 
nearly 8,000 

The new loan was approved in favor 
of the Banco Nacional de Credito 
Agricola, which will relend the funds 
to individual livestock purchasers. The 
Government 


Mexican uncondition 


ally guarantees this loan. It is repay 
annual _ installments 
beginning about Dec. 1, 1957 
Members of the mission were Allan 
B. Kline and Edward J. O'Connor of 
the Export-Import Bank and Albert * 


Mitchell, cattleman from New Mexico 


able in four 


who served as a consultant to Secre 


tary of Agriculture Ezra Taft Benson 


Republic of lreland 


Continued trom pa ed 


most ol its imported wheat trom 
Canada and Australia, but take 
small quantities of U.S wheat also 
Othe 


United States are 


farm imports from thu 
irregular ship 
ments ol dried citrus and canned 
fruits; nuts, chiefly almonds; and 
vegetable oils 

Despite an indicated Irish prel 


goods 


ccTtain Us ¥ 


erence tor 
pecially tobacco, corn, and 

foreign-exchange shortages creat 
many problems for U.S. farm ex 
ports ( ompeting strongly in price 


are corn trom Argentina, cotton 


from Peru and Mexico, barley trom 
Iraq, and oranges of the Valencia 
Ly pe from Isracl and Spain ts 
raisins in some years make up as 
much as half of all Ireland's raisiu 
koon 
competition with shipments tron 


Durkes 


During 1956 the 


imiport but there is alway 


Greece and 
Irish Govern 
ment, in an attempt to check 

flationat a Lire mad reduce 
overall trade deficit placed p 


import levies on a wide range 


consumer goods, Agricultural item 
iffected included dried and canned 
fruit, citrus, nuts and some other 
lood products Ihe regular dut 
on tobacco w is also ime 

It is doubthul whether the 
measures will seriously reduce the 
U.S. share in Lrish igricultural oun 
World War Il 


been in more or le 


ports. kver since 
lreland has 
wute balance ol-payments ditheul 
ti yet the U.S. share of its total 


ivricultural Imports ha | 


Pc miaitnies 
it about the same level since 195) 


And) Treland dollar 


now being somewhat offset by re 


deheat ine 


ceipts from tourists and emigrant 
other 
Whether 


5 ts 


ind by invisible 

lreland eventually in 
ihipeort of US harm 
commodities will probably depend 
thre uccesstul development ol 
livestock industry and the in 
reased buying powe! md higher 
tandard of living that would re 
ult In it live tock cle cClopmes 
program Ireland can wse lay 
import ol US. feedstuff 

ire right And with increas 

ng powel h consumer 
iflord more } LS. tobace 


pecialts foun ! ilread 


TRADING 


POST 


te te 


Chile May Change 


Some Import Duties 
I he Pre siete nt of ¢ hile ha 


authorized to reduce import clutue 


been 


on lard and edible tallow up to 


0) percent The duty on frozen 
meat and meat product hie been 
uspended for a year Lhese move 
may tirntilate U.S export ol 


edible tallow to Chile and ils0 Ope i 
that market to variety meats trom 


the United State 


Alfalfa Seed Shipments 
To Europe Soar 


Ihe United State hipped a 


record volume of allalla seed to 
burope m 1955-56 Ihe Nether 
lands West Germany United 


Kingdom, and France were the big 
yest customers fhe large move 
ment of U.S. seeds to burope Wi 
attributed to low domestiu price 


and not to a foreign shortage 


U.S. Shipping Seeds 
To South America 


Phe United States ¢ x ported more 


than million pounds ol gras 
ind legume seeds to South America 
Chik 


ind Uruguay were the largest buy 


dluring the 1955 1H Crop year 


ers, and all the South American 


COUTETIES except Paraguay mm 


ported connie 


Indian Linseed Oil 


Export Duty Lifted 
[he ¢ 


mnounced that linseed 


sovernment of India has 
oil exports 
ive no longer subject to export 
duty The duty was originally im 
posed on \pril ll to combat rising 
became ef 


prices, il tbholition 


lective Septe miber 21 


22 


— 


Brazil Again 
Exports Rice 


During the first hall of 1956 
Brazil exported 69,269 metric tons 
of rice, the first significant quan 
tity to leave the country since 1952 
destinations were 
West 


ivailable for ex 


I hie principal 
Indonesia md Senegal 
Africa. lhe rice 
port was from the carryover of the 
1955 harvest 

No surplus for Export Is ¢ x pected 
lrom the 1956 harvest, since there 
ill probably be a strong demand 
irea ot Brasil 


rom the southern 


\loreoves sore planting wer 


down from the previous season 
ind unseasonable rains have caused 
heavy losse , tO the crop 


Tallow and Grease 
Exports Are Up 


kxports are playing an in 


creasingly important part in- the 


marketing of tallow and 


from the U.S 


vICAs 
livestock imdustry 
Ihe 1935-1939 average of such ex 
ports was but percent of pro 
By 1950 the figure had 
In 1955-55 


the average was somewhat 


duction 

gone up to 4. percent 
ibove 
1 percent. During the marketing 
year July 1955 through June 1956 
U.S. tallow and grease exports 


billion 
Pd percent of U.S pro 


totaled an estimated 1.7 
pounds or 


duction 


Argentina Sending More 
Chilled Beef to U. K. 


\ preliminary estimate shows 
that chilled beef ship nts to the 
United Kingdom trom 


may total 


Argentina 
is high as 270.000 tons 
lor 1956 This is 162.006 
Although 


chilled beet exports 


ibout 
tons more than in 1955 

rising sharply 
ive still below prewal leve ls, being 
liamited by a shortage of cold stor 


ive ind shipping space 


Three Trade Agreements 
Feature Tobacco 
Ihe Greek Japane e trade and 


payment ivrcement recent ré 


I 
newed to Mar bl, 195, 


$500,000 Greck leal 


includes 
worth ol 
tobacco to be ¢ x porte d in exchange 


lor Japane se good This is nearly 


$169,000 more than last year's 
exports to Japan 

In a new trade agreement be 
Pakistan and West Ge 
which will be 


June 30, 195; 


tween 
valid through 
Pakistan 


is listed as one of the items 


many 
tobacco 
ivaila 
ble for export in exchange for 
German goods 


Pakistani 


No shipments of 
tobacco to West Ge1 
many have been reported in_ the 
past. 

The Austrian-Hungarian trade 
extended to Aug. 31 


1957, includes 


avreement 
141,000 pounds ol 
Hungarian tobacco to be exported 
in exchange for Austrian goods 
in increase of 265,000 pounds ovel 


the total shipped to Australia las 


vCal’. 


Turkey Increases 
Tobacco Exports 


lurkey'’s tobacco ¢ xports of Loo 
million pounds during the first 
hall of 1956 were 1] omullion 
pounds above the sam 
1955 Lara 


L'nited States. ste pped up to offset 


period ol 
shipment to the 
last ve ars drop iccounted for most 
of the increase 

Exports to Eastern European 
countries also were considerably 
silateral trade agreement 


Turkes 


mount of leaf 


larger 
Ate helping ove i con 
siderable behind 


the Iron Curtain 


Suez Canal Moves More 
Oil-Bearing Crops 

lotal northbound movement of 
oil-bearing materials from China 
ind Manchuria through the Suez 
Canal for the first 6 months of 
19560 was nearly one-third larger 
than in the same period of 1955 
Soybean shipments were uy 


» nore 


than 2 million bushels 


pe imnuts 
were up 79,000 tons ind ve ut table 


oil shipments of $34,000 tons were 


up ibout 5 percent 


Foreign Agriculture 


Israel Levies Tax 
On Raw Cotton Imports 


Io encourage its new and rap 
idly expanding cotton growing In 
dustry, Israel recently announced 
in import duty equivalent to B.89 
cents a pound on cotton imports 
Previously cotton imports were 
exempt from customs duties in ac 
cordance 


with the government's 


policy of supporting industrial 


production I he United States 
and Turkey are the principal ship 


pers of cotton to Israel 


West Germany to Import 


Canned Deciduous Fruits 


Licenses to import canned ck 


ciduous fruits, including apricots 


peaches, pears, and mixed fruits, 
from all producing countries will 
be issued 


West 


nounced on Oct 19 


upon application, the 


German Government an 


African Citrus Exports 
Short of Estimates 


The South African citrus crop 
will be packed and ready tor ex 
port by the middle of this month 
The 6.5 million boxes for export 
is about a million boxes less than 


original estimates indicated and 
only 250,000 boxes more than last 
year. Most of South Alfrica’s citrus 
shipments go to the United King 


dom 


San Salvador Restricts 


Hybrid Seed Corn Sales 


San Salvador has placed restric 


tions on hybrid corn seed that 
sales but 


No seed 


whether locally grown 


affect not only domestic 
also Imports and « x ports 
can hoe sold 
or imported, that has not passed 
rigid mspection tests to guarantes 
its quality Furthermore, export 
cannot be made without obtaining 


al spe cial pe rit 


U. S. Aids Poultry 
With Export Program 


The United States will provict 
export payments ol ot cents pet 
pound on U.S poultry to be ship 
ped to West Germany under See 
Agricultural Adjustment 
Act of 1935. as amended 

\bout ) 
frozen ready-to-cook broilers, tow 
ducks, and turkeys, and New York 


dressed ducks will Loe 


tion 32 


million pound 


mchuded iti 
All shipment will 
be USDA inspected ind 


the program 
raded 
Recent surveys in West German 
have shown a potential market tor 
the superiol quality U.S. ready-to 
cook 


cerated product commonly bought 


poultry over the non 


by German consumers 
1 he program supplement el 


forts being made in cooperation 


lL rac Ly 


velopment Committee oft the 


with the International 


poultry industry to deve lop export 


markets for poultry product 


European Crops 
(Continued from page 14) 


was light in Italy is in other Medi 


terranean countries. Corn produc 
tion may be up and citrus produc 
tion also 

In SPAIN, the output of wheat 
potatoes dry legumes and cotton 
should be larger than in 1955, and 
olive oil production Is ¢ xpected to 
rise well above the low level of 
last year. The almond crop is up 


Feed 


is down 


somewhat, though still small 
yrain output in contrast 
and citrus production will drop 
heavily because of the freeze dam 

to trees. In PORTUGAL, grain 


production is up Lutth 


inlorma 
tion has been received about olive 
oil, but 1956 1s a low year in 
Portugal's normal 2-vear cycle. In 
Greece, the grain harvest is about 

same as last year, and crops of 
grapes ind other fruits are 
Cotton production con 


tinued to increase but tobacco 
production dropped under the ree 


ord 1955 level 


November 1956 


lo summarize thre country in 
formation available in early Octo 
ber, it 


appears that Europe an 


breadgrain production may be 
down from last year by about 10 
percent, with the millable quantity 
showing a heavier drop France a 
large net exporter of wheat in the 
past two seasons, will be a large 
net importer in| 1956-57 The de 
French 


partly ollset by 


cline in exports may be 


increased export 
from Italy, which hopes to reduce 
its large stocks of soft wheat by 


about 37 million bushels But 


YTOSS Imports of wheat bi kuro 


pean countris excluding the So 


viet satellites, totaled 


about 500 
million bushels in 1955-56, and 
more will be needed this Cason 


lurope s feed-grain production 


may be up 5 percent; for Western 
hurope 


alone the increase will 


perhaps exceed 10°) percent Do 


mestically produced feed supplies 
will be further increased by unusu 


ally large amounts of unmillable 
wheat and larger supplies of po 


tatoes and roots. At the same time 


the hay crops wert sO generally 


poor that winter feed supplies may 


be short unless the 


wintel I iti 


ope nm one 


Among other crops ol special it} 


terest to U.S. agriculture 


hurope 

small cotton crop 1s above the 1955 
level, and the decline in seed oil 
production in Western Europe i 
not expected to offset the probable 
increase in olive oil output. But 


tobacco production in Western 


including 


hurope Yugoslavia, | 


pre sently estimated to be 4% percent 


maller than in 1955 


Output ol 


fruit, especiall 


citrus and prune 


will be down, and the almond crop 


is the smallest on record 


Later revisions of crop ¢ tithate 
ire not likely to alter substantial! 
the overall picture here described 
(Con idering also thre yoncral 
lavorable 


Western 


cconome ituation in 


Europe andthe Vatiou 


special io, 4 xport programs, there 


ippeal to be good 


prospect tor 


increasing sales of U.S. larm 


ucts mn hurope im =o market 
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